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Evolution of Federalism
The concept of federalism in the United States has evolved through specific times and events in history that have culminated into its current definition. The fundamental changing points presented themselves as a marquee highlight of the imbalance of the system. The framers of the constitution viewed the dual identity as critical aspects of smooth administration. 
The framers set the federalism for the first 150 years of the term as separate entities. The tenth amendment highlights this concept with a form of delineated jurisdiction with each sect having exclusive authorities. The federal aspect was charged with stimulate commerce, national defense, and foreign policy. State jurisdiction was over criminal law, economic regulation, and local matters. The latter’s mandate was definitively set as what was not covered by the federal government. Disputes that led to the Civil War arose from the southerners feeling the states should have more authority than the national governments and even opting out of the Union. Abraham Lincoln reinstated the power of the federal government through the Fourteenth Amendment which limits the states’ powers and enhanced protection of basic rights. 
Through the turn of the twentieth century saw the national government assume a more significant role in terms of jurisdiction. The era was earmarked with industrialization and globalization which saw to it the federal government taking an akin role when trade commenced abroad. The economy also spanned across state line on a national level, thus the federal government was more equipped to mandate. During the tenure of Franklin Roosevelt, the Great Depression brought about the crash of the stock market. The president resulted in initiatives to revive the economy via the New Deal. The series of policies and programs embodied in the new deal demanded the federal government to grow instantly and take up more responsibilities, consequentially drawing more power from the states. An intertwined form of governance marked the age of cooperative federalism, with the factions working together and a jurisdiction that could not be torn apart into two. The final phase in federalism began in the era of Richard Nixon called the New Federalism. He sought to give back some form of authority to the states. Every other president after him has supported the initiative.
With the shifts in jurisdictions and mandate of both governments, the current frame of federalism is not what the framers of the constitution targeted, but forms a framework that works. The intertwined nature of the government allows for the citizens to be catered for within each set up in a variety of means. 
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